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Intent 

 

To enable the realisation of our intent, as specified in our Curriculum and Pedagogy Guide, we aim to 
achieve this by creating knowledgeable learners.   

 

Building Knowledge 

Key Concepts  

It is important that when listening to, composing and performing music the children are equipped 
with the necessary theoretical and practical knowledge to allow them to make informed decisions 
about their tastes, compositions and performances.  Our music curriculum has been influenced by 
seven areas that we revisit throughout the primary phase. This allows children to make connections 
and links to previous learning and build knowledge and understanding that is central to them 
behaving like subject specialists. These concepts are, pitch, tempo, timbre, structure, texture and 
dynamics. These are known as the elements of music.  

 
For our learners at Coniston Music will… 

 
Nurture social and 
emotional growth 

Through studying music at Coniston, the children will work closely 
with their peers to reach a shared outcome. Music relieves stress 
and boost self-esteem through resilience and perseverance.  It acts 
as a way for children to express themselves.  
 

Promote 
metacognition 

Music will inspire children and enable them to develop their 
understanding of the inter-related dimensions of music. This will 
then allow the children to listen, compose and perform as well as 
being able evaluate their own and others’ work. 
 

Champion 
inclusiveness and 
celebrate differences 

Our music curriculum will allow children to explore a range of 
genres and artists from different time periods and cultures.  They 
will understand music is influenced by the wider cultural, social and 
historical contexts in which it is developed.  
 
 

Raise aspirations By improving their abilities with a range of musical instruments and 
achieving goals within a unit, our music curriculum allows children 
to feel a sense of satisfaction and achievement. They will 
experience what it means to be a musician and how this could lead 
to a possible career. 
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Mapping substantive knowledge 

Through the delivery of the music curriculum and the interrelated dimensions of music the children 
will also develop knowledge of singing, playing tuned and untuned instruments. They will also 
understand the history and cultural context of the music they listen to and learn how this music can 
be written down. It takes a holistic approach to music in which the individual strands are woven 
together to create an engaging and enriching learning experience. 

The theoretical and practical knowledge within each area has been carefully mapped out so it is 
progressive across key stages. Teachers know what learning has come before and what learning will 
come after, enabling them to utilise the knowledge that is in the children’s long-term memory.  

It is important that children not only understand the different inter-related dimensions of music but 
that they are able to understand how these can be used in a range of contexts. With this in mind, we 
aim to link the children’s studies and subsequent projects to themes covered in other areas of the 
curriculum and co-curriculum and in genre specific music. Each passion project aims to use relevant 
themes the children can relate to, for example, their own experiences, their knowledge and their 
understanding of the world.  

 

 Curriculm 
Content

Subject 
specific 

technical 
knowledge

Application through 
Passion Project
- Assessment of 

technical knowledge 
- Asessment of 

substantive curriculum 
knowledge  
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Building disciplinary knowledge 

To be successful musicians children need to use their existing substantive knowledge to learn 
disciplinary knowledge. Careful sequencing of lessons will ensure children have acquired the relevant 
substantive knowledge to successfully engage with disciplinary sessions, where the focus can be on 
the acquisition and application of disciplinary knowledge. In order for children to acquire the 
disciplinary knowledge of the subject, our lesson structure is explicit with the disciplinary knowledge 
we want the children to know. This knowledge is progressive across the key stages and will be learned 
through listening, composing and performing. 

 

 

 

 

 Curriculum driven Unit  

 Genre Specific Unit  

 Driver Unit  

Musical Vocabulary 
(Under rhe Sea-

Genre style focus ) 

Pulse and Rhythm 

Timbre and 
rhythmic patterns 

(Fairy tales)

African call and 
response song 

On this island: 
British songs and 

sounds

Space: Dynamics, 
timbre, tempo and 

motifs 

Ballads
(Genre style focus)

Pentatonic 
Melodies and 
Composition-

Chinese New Year 

Creating
compositions in 

response to 
animation-
Mountains

Rock and Roll 
(Genre Style Focus)

Changes in pitch, 
tempo and 

dynamics (Rivers)

Adapting and 
transporting motifs 

(Romans)

Composing notation 
(Ancient Eygpt)

Musical Theatre 
(Genre Style Focus)

Composition to 
represent the 

festival of colour 
(Holi Festival)

Songs of World War 
II

Leavers Song 
performance

Listening Composing Performing
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Example of progression map- Listening 

 
Knowledge teaching sequences 

As outlined in our Curriculum and Pedagogy Guide, we believe that developing children’s substantive 
knowledge is key in enabling them to engage in subject specific thinking. Our framework for teaching 
sequence has been adapted for DT in the following way:  
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Knowledge Organisers 

Each Unit has its own knowledge organiser which guides the teacher through each stage of the unit 
and explicitly tells the teacher; 

- What substantive knowledge the children already have 
- New vocabulary they will need 
- Substantive knowledge that they will be taught 
- The disciplinary knowledge they will be taught 
- Equipment they will need 
- The application of knowledge/outcome of the unit 

 

 

Example Knowledge Organiser for Rock and Roll Unit Y4 
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Assessment of knowledge  

Ongoing assessment of the substantive knowledge is an essential component of the music curriculum. This 
enables the teacher to ensure all children will retain the substantive knowledge needed for them to engage in 
the application of disciplinary knowledge. We have built in several opportunities for informal and formal 
assessments of this. More information on this process can be found in the Curriculum and Pedagogy Guide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFL and questioning 
of new knowledge 

Guided activities to 
independent practice  Recall tests

AFL and questioning of 
prior knowledge 

Application of 
knowledge through 

disciplinary  
opportunities 

Knowledge transfer to 
other subjects   

Subject specific end 
points
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Subject specific end points 

In music, we have developed assessment points at the end of each phase. These are a set of statements that 
the teachers can use to assess individual learners against in each subject. These statements have been written 
to assess how the children use their substantive knowledge to demonstrate an understanding of the 
interrelated dimensions of music and how they use their disciplinary knowledge of listening, composing and 
performing to help them behave like a musician. 

 

 

Example End points Y4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


