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Welcome to EYFS at  
Coniston Primary School 

At Coniston Primary School we pride ourselves in the way our children gain a love of learning 
and that ‘they love school’ Ofsted 2019. We provide an exciting early year’s phase where 
your children will be immersed in a variety of activities covering all areas of learning.  We 
support them in learning new skills, building confidence and allowing them to flourish!  Coniston 
Primary School is rated ‘good’ by Ofsted and our 2019 report says that within our early years 
provision ‘children make good progress in all areas of learning’.  

 

 

 
Our priority is to make learning an enjoyable and stimulating experience. We carefully ensure 
that each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play 
and a mixture of adult-led and child-initiated activities. Play is an essential part of children’s 
development, building their confidence as they learn to explore, problem solve and build 
relationships with their peers. Learning is most effective when children lead their own play and 
they are facilitated and extended with sensitive adult interactions. 

 



Our Classroom 
Our early years setting has ample room for your child to play and learn to the very best of 
their ability.  We have a large indoor space that offers the children many opportunities to 
learn new skills whilst following their own interests. 

 

 

We also have a large outdoor area where the children have access to lots of large scale play 
equipment and resources that are used for adult led and child-initiated activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Who will you meet? 
Mrs N Gregory – Class Teacher 

Mrs T Churchill – Teaching Assistant 

Mrs B Milburn – Teaching Assistant 

 
Our School Uniform 

 

• Navy blue jumper/cardigan with school logo 
 

• White or sky blue polo-shirt – with or without logo or white shirt 
 

• Grey or black school trousers or school shorts  
 

• Grey or black school skirt/pinafore or blue checked summer dress  
 

• Black shoes or plain black trainers – no logos  
 

• Black, grey or white socks  
 
• Navy blue book bag with school logo (no backpacks) 

 

You will receive your first book bag for free. Additional book bags, jumpers, cardigans and 
fleece jackets with school logo can all be purchased from Harris Sports online via 
www.harrissports.co.uk or by telephone on 01275 874351.  Size guides are available from 
Harris Sports. 

Please make sure that all clothes and belongings are clearly named. 

As we use our outside area whatever the weather, please can you provide a waterproof coat 
and pair of named wellies to keep in school at all times.    

It is also useful to keep a set of spare clothes on your child's peg for those unforeseen accidents! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.harrissports/


Our PE Uniform 
 

• Navy hoodie with school logo 
 

• Navy joggers with school logo 
 

• House coloured t-shirt with school logo  
 

• Blue sports shorts with school logo  
 

• Sensible sports trainers (not daps) 
 

 

We will provide your child’s first PE T-shirt (in house colour) free of charge. Please place your 
first complete PE Uniform Order with the school office (order form enclosed) where you will 
receive a £5 discount (Total amount due for first complete PE Uniform is £25.50). If your child 
is approved for Free School Meals then you will receive your first complete PE kit free of charge. 
For all future PE Uniform Orders, please place these direct with Harris Sports.  

We will advise you when your order is available for collection from the school office. 

If you would like guidance on how to place your orders, please speak to the school office.  

Children will be asked to wear their PE Uniform to school on the day they do PE.  This will be 
timetabled in September; we will let you know the day at the start of term. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our School Day 
8.45 Start of the day - Register activities 

9.00 Phonics 

9.20 Play and learn time 

 Children have access to snack (milk, water, and fruit) on a 
self-serve basis. 

11.15 Maths time 

11.45  Lunch time 

12.55 Register 

1.00  Afternoon teaching time 

1.15 Play and learn time 

2.20 Tidy up time 

2.40 Phonics/singing 

3.00 Story time 

3.15 Home time 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



Our Learning  
There are seven areas of learning that make up the EYFS curriculum. Each of the areas of 
learning are equally as important and interconnect with one another. They are bound together 
by the characteristics of effective learning.  These are playing and exploring, active learning, 
and creating and thinking critically.   The children learn through planned, adult-led activities 
and through child-initiated learning. The seven areas of learning are: 

Personal, social and emotional development 

At Coniston Primary School we develop children’s positive sense of 
themselves.  We teach them about having respect for themselves and 
others, developing good social skills and a good attitude to learning.  
To help children develop positive relationships, adults in our setting 
form warm and caring relationships with all of the children.  Adults 
model how to form positive relationships and how to manage feelings 
with actions and words.  We also instil children with the confidence to 
become more independent in their own learning.  

 

 

 

Physical development 

We provide many opportunities for the children to be active 
and develop their coordination and movement.  The children 
are encouraged to be physically active at many different times 
of the day, with both adult-led and child-initiated 
opportunities.  We have large indoor and outdoor areas that 
enable this.  At Coniston, children are supported in their 
understanding of exercise, sleep and eating healthily.  At snack 
times, children have the opportunity to independently choose a 
healthy snack.  

 

Communication and language development 

At our school, we understand the importance of children 
being able to communicate and use language in all of their 
development and learning.  We provide children with high 
quality opportunities to improve and gain good speaking 
and listening skills.  We know that the most successful way 
to do this is through the children’s natural desire to play.  
Adults in our setting play alongside children, introducing 
new language and scaffolding children’s play so that they 
regularly hear and use new words and phrases.  Children 
are supported to develop their vocabulary and use more      
complex sentences in this context. 



Literacy 

At Coniston we understand the importance and impact of 
developing a love of reading from a young age. For that 
reason, reading, listening to and retelling stories is at the 
heart of our literacy learning at Coniston.  Children hear a 
wide range of stories and nursery rhymes that inform their 
development of narrative.  They listen to stories and then 
use them to facilitate their play through re-enacting what 
they have heard through role play, or adapting the stories 
to use in small world play.   The children learn to treat books 
with respect and access them in all different areas of our 
learning environment.  Books and stories are used to ignite 
imagination and to find out about the world in which we live.  
We ensure a strong start in Early Years through daily 
phonics sessions in which they play games, learn to link 
sounds to letters, and begin their journey in learning to read.  

 

The children are offered many opportunities to write.  They learn to 
write through a balance of adult-led and child initiated activities.  
Adults seize every opportunity to ignite children’s interest to write 
throughout all areas of the learning environment.   

 

Mathematics 

Children are taught maths in a balanced 
way that is both adult-led and child-
initiated.   In our setting, children start by 
exploring maths concepts in a concrete 
way using real-life situations and 
objects. Being able to touch, feel and 
manipulate the resources is an ideal way 
to help children develop an 
understanding of the underlying 
concepts.  So that the children are able 
to do this, we provide them with a wide 
range of natural resources and toys that 

can be manipulated, counted and sorted.  Adults in our setting are very skilled at bringing maths 
into children’s natural play; probing, prompting and questioning children to build upon their 
maths learning.    



Understanding the world 

At Coniston Primary School children are given opportunities to explore 
and observe the environment, living things and objects.  We are guided 
by children’s interests when they want to find out more or are curious about 
something.  The adults in our environment use careful questioning to ensure 
children make the most of every learning opportunity.  The children’s 
learning is based on first-hand experiences to observe, predict, make 
decisions and discuss. 

 

Expressive arts and design 

Children’s curiosity and play is of the highest importance.  
Expressive arts and design gives us so many opportunities 
to value this.  Children are able to explore and share their 
thinking, ideas and feelings in music, in art, movement and 
dance, role play and technology.  Children learn and are 
taught skills that they are able to apply in many contexts 
and situations, allowing them to then use these skills in their 
own creative way. Our children are taught to value their 
own unique ideas and those of others’   by celebrating 
what they have achieved.   

 

Tapestry Learning Diary 
What is Tapestry?  

Tapestry is a secure online learning journal to record photos, observations and comments, in 
line with the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum, to build up a record of your child’s 
experiences during their time with us. This system allows us to work with parents and carers to 
share information and record the children’s play and learning in and outside of the classroom.   

How does Tapestry work?  

Tapestry provides each individual child with their own learning journal held online. Parents 
and carers can log-in using their email and password (we will send a link to your chosen 
email). All of our staff are given a secure log-in. They can then upload observations, photos or 
videos; recording children’s achievements and assessing their learning in reference to the EYFS 
curriculum.  

Parents can change their settings so that an email is then automatically generated informing 
them when an observation has been added so they can have a look and add any comments of 
their own. 

How do you sign up for this? 

We will ask you to sign a letter giving permission for us to save your child’s photos on the 
Tapestry system.  Please hand this letter to the school office. 

https://tapestryjournal.com/s/coniston-primary-school/observations


Health and Safety 
Snacks 

Free school milk is supplied to all children under the age of 5 and those children who are 
entitled to the Pupil Premium funding. Alternatively, water is always available to the children. 
If your child is 5 and over, you may pay for milk. Information is provided at the School Office 

A piece of fruit is supplied to our Reception children every day under a government initiative.  
There is also an option to buy a piece of toast at break time at 10p or a fruit cup at 25p.  
Please send in 50p or £1.25 in a named envelope on Monday to cover the whole week if you 
would like your child to have a break time snack. 

 

School Dinners 

Children may stay for hot school dinners or packed lunch. All children are entitled to a free 
school meal. All hot meals are booked on line via parent pay, you will be able to select the 
day and hot meal that your child would prefer up to 3 weeks in advance.  We will provide 
you with instructions on how to activate your account including a logon/password.  The menu is 
available through the online booking system, our school website or paper copy from the school 
office.  If you have any questions regarding this process, please do not hesitate to contact the 
school office who will help you. 

If your child stays for packed lunch, they will need a named lunch box with a drink that fits 
inside. In the interest of encouraging healthy diets, no fizzy drinks, sweets or chocolate please! 
(Please see our whole school food policy on the website for more details) 

 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast is available to all children at Coniston Primary School.  It is open from 8am and last 
entry is 8:35am.  There is a charge of £2.00 per day per child which includes a piece of toast 
and a drink.  No booking necessary. 

 

Travelling to school 

As much as possible, we encourage children to travel to school in a healthy way.  At school, we 
use a travel tracker that records how the children travel to school every day.  The tracker gives 
your child the opportunity to earn badges when they walk, cycle or scoot to school.   

The school has bicycle shelters for storing bicycles and scooters.  Bike locks can be loaned, free 
of charge from the School 

 

Illness 

If your child is ill, please phone our office on 01454 866920 before 9am if possible and leave 
a message giving their name, class and reason for absence.  It is important to keep us up-to-



date with contact details in case your child becomes ill at school.  If your child has been sick or 
had diarrhoea please keep them away from school for 48 hours from the last episode. 

We do, from time to time, have 'little visitors' in the School! If you find any head lice in your 
child's hair, please treat immediately and then your child can return to school. 

 

Allergies and Dietary needs 

It is important to let us know if your child suffers from any particular allergy, illness or has a 
dietary need.  

If you child suffers from asthma, a consent form will need to be completed before you can leave 
an inhaler in school. A form will also have to be completed if your child needs to take prescribed 
medication during the school day. This can only be administered if the medication is to be taken 
4 times a day. Please talk to any member of staff if you have any concerns. 

 

Staying safe 

Your child's safety is of great importance to us - therefore we ask that you inform us before-
hand if you have arranged for someone else to collect your child. We will not allow children to 
go home with anyone that you have not told us about in advance. 

If you do need to collect your child at a time other than the end of the day, please make sure 
you report to the office first when coming into school 

 

 

Working Together 
We recognise that you are your child’s first educator and that children come into EYFS with a 
variety of experiences. We aim to build a partnership between home and school and for 
communication and information sharing to be a two way process. You can support us by: 

• Attending parents meetings and parent workshops. 
 
• Looking at your child’s Tapestry learning diary regularly, and contributing to the 

observations. 
 

• Helping in school – please feel free to come in and spend a session, either regularly or 
now and again. You could help with reading, cooking, sewing or just as importantly, 
spending time with the children, supporting their learning. 

 
• Keeping up to date with what’s going on by reading newsletters. 
 
• Coming in to talk to the children about your job or hobby – we want the children to 

feel part of the wider community. 
 



Helping Your Child at Home 
The following points are things you can start doing now.   

• Teach your child to get themselves dressed and manage their own personal hygiene.  
 

• Teach your child to use a knife and fork. 
 

• Talk to your child about what they have done at pre-school/school, their interests and 
about everyday activities. 

 
• Encourage your child to pick up a pen and make marks/write - shopping lists, birthday 

cards, notes in notebooks. Help them to write their name, but please do not use capital 
letters when you are writing (except the initial letter!). 

 
• Use every day experiences as opportunities for counting - climbing the stairs, laying 

the table, shopping etc. - make counting purposeful. 
 

• Share stories with your child and once they start to bring reading books home from 
school, listen to your child read and talk about what they have read.  

 
• Get a good bedtime routine in place - children who are tired find it difficult to learn. 

 

Helping Your Child at School 
• Let us know of any concerns or important information about your child. 

 

• Bring your child to school on time - they find it hard to settle and will miss valuable 
learning time if they are late.       

 

• Please collect your child on time - it can be upsetting to be left at school when all of 
your friends have gone home. The day finishes at 3.15.     

 

• Provide your child with comfortable shoes - no laces please (unless they are able to do 
them up!) We are encouraging independence and Velcro or buckles are easier for 
small hands. 

 

• Please buy a book bag from the School Office. Your child will need to bring this in 
every day. Further into the year, they will also bring home reading books to read to 
you. Please support us by writing a comment in their reading record book, saying how 
your child enjoyed the book, or how they got on with reading them. 

 

• We do not allow home toys in school, so please ask your child to leave toys and 
precious belongings at home - it can be very upsetting when things get lost or broken.    



Making the right choices and other 
policies 

In EYFS the children are encouraged to decide their own rules, these are based on the principles 
that we should: 

Be kind to others 

Look after things 

Share things and take turns 

Listen to others 

 

The children are given reminders and then time out to reflect on their behaviour. They are 
encouraged to resolve disputes in a calm way and are given support to express their feelings 
verbally. 

 

The whole school Behaviour Policy and other key policies are available on our school website:  
http://www.conistonprimary.org.uk/  

 

Attendance 

Regular attendance and punctuality are very important and make a huge difference to your 
child's progress. Absences for birthdays, shopping or long weekends are not permitted. Holidays 
in term time are not authorised by the school except in exceptional circumstances; this is in line 
with our Attendance Policy and current legislation.  All requests for absence must be made to 
the Head Teacher in writing by completing an Absence Request Form, available from the School 
Office. 

 

http://www.conistonprimary.org.uk/

	Coniston Primary School
	Early Years Foundation Stage Handbook 2021-2022

