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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We have completed 6 weeks of an 8 week term and I am feeling overwhelmingly positive about the rest of the 
Autumn Term. The children have been fantastic and are an absolute credit to the school. We have had a few minor 
incidents of poor behaviour, but the resilience and maturity the children have shown, in very difficult circumstances, 
has been nothing short of outstanding. 
 
Our Recovery Curriculum was set out to support the children emotionally, socially and academically on their return 
to school and it has done just that. Children who struggled initially have received regular pastoral support and are 
doing very well. This was never going to be an easy to start to the new school year. The children all dealt with 
lockdown differently and their experiences were not the same. However, the structures and procedures we have in 
school have helped the children settle quickly and the work I have seen in their books has been very good indeed. 
 
School and PE Uniform  
Thank you for your patience with the delay in uniform arriving. I am aware many of you placed orders weeks ago and 
it still is not here. There have been national delays in some clothing lines and sadly that includes the PE items. I 
assure you they are on their way and they will be sent home with your child once they arrive. 
 
We were informed last week that Fruit of the Loom have stopped producing fleeces. Our supplier has tried to source 
other companies with a similar quality for the same price, however, at this stage it isn’t possible. Therefore, we are 
no longer going to list the fleece as an item to purchase on Harris Sports website. 
 
I am in the process of changing/updating the uniform policy. It’s not been changed since I have been at Coniston, 
and in my opinion, it is inconsistent and confusing.  Two governors will be helping me with this, one is a parent 
governor. As a school we can produce a uniform policy that we feel matches the values we are trying to promote as 
well as prepare the children for moving onto secondary school and beyond. I have worked closely with Patchway 
Community School and Castle School in Thornbury to get a feel for their expectations, as the majority of our Year 6 
children move to those schools. They are very strict and have a zero tolerance on the appearance of their pupils. I 
believe this is the only way a school can ensure the children all look the same and there is no child who stands out 
due to neglect or the financial circumstances of their family. 
 
With that in mind, the new policy will reflect what we believe is the best way forward for Coniston. The PE uniform 
has already been introduced and every child in the school has now ordered this which is great because the children 
look fantastic. However, in terms of fleeces, my opinion on these is that they were always an outdoor ‘coat’ not a 
substitute for school jumpers or cardigans. This is where I believe the inconsistency in the current policy comes in 
and the inconsistency in the whole school approach to uniform over the past few years. I can only apologise for this. 
 
Moving forward, the option for children will be to wear a school jumper, or a cardigan, with a school logo. Any 
children who currently own a fleece will be told to wear these outside only.  
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• Please ensure PE hoodies are only worn on PE days. 
• Trainers or shoes must be plain black, they should have no other colours on them. 
• Trousers or skirts/dresses only. No denim or joggers on non-PE days. 
• White or blue polo shirts only. T-shirts are not to be worn on non-PE days. 
• We are insisting the children all wear a jumper or a cardigan with a logo.  
• If you require financial support with purchasing any uniform, please contact the office, we are happy to set 

up payment plans to help you. 
• We would like all children to be in the correct uniform from the start of Term 2 (with the exception of 

delivery delays). 
• Jumpers & Cardigans age 5-6 & 7-8 – 2 week delay 
• Hoodies & Shorts – 2 week delay 
• We apologise but there has been a high demand for jogging bottoms, which has resulted in a further 

delay.  We will be in touch with more information shortly. 
 
Attendance/Illness 
Below are the attendance figures for this year so far. Well done to Year 1 who have the highest percentage. (The 
school target is 96.4%). As you would agree there is room for improvement, however, we are above the current 
national figure, so well done everyone! 
 
Next week, I will be sending letters to parents who have children with an attendance figure lower than 92%. This 
letter will begin a process of attendance monitoring. The aim is that I see an improvement leading up to Christmas. If 
there is not sustained and significant improvement, parents will be called to a meeting with me and the Education 
Welfare Officer. This will the start of legal proceedings and I want to avoid this at all costs, so please work with us to 
ensure your children are in school as much as possible. 
 

• EYFS – 95.3% 
• Year 1 – 96.1% 
• Year 2 – 94.9% 
• Year 3 – 89.3% 
• Year 4 – 89.9% 
• Year 5 – 90.9% 
• Year 6 – 94.1% 
• Overall – 92.9% 

 
We ask that parents/carers call the office before 9am if your child is not in due to illness. If there is no answer, please 
leave a message on the answerphone. You need to let us know their name, their class and what illness they have. I 
know there are a lot of illnesses around at this time of year, however, if in doubt, I encourage you to send your 
children to school. I fully understand parents being cautious, however, please refer to the COVID symptoms for 
further guidance.  
 
Free School Meals 
As a school we have high numbers of children classified as Free School Meals. This ensures that the Government 
gives us money to spend directly on those children in whatever way we feel will benefit them most. This can include 
supporting families directly. With coronavirus affecting so many people, unemployment has increased. Therefore, 
the financial circumstances of many families has dramatically changed. As a result, you may now be eligible for Free 
School Meals. There is a form that you can fill out online in order to apply. However, if you would be happier having 
someone in school help you to fill it out, please contact the school office and we would be more than happy to help. 
 
After school Clubs and Breakfast Club 
We have 3 afternoon sports clubs (Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday) that you can sign up for directly with the 
providers via our website. We would love to increase the numbers attending these clubs. Please have a look out for 
next term where there will be a football club run by Bristol Sport.  



             

 
Breakfast Club is now fully up and running from 8am every morning. The children are kept in their bubbles and away 
from children not in their class. The cost is £2 and includes toast/cereal and a drink. There are also a range of other 
hot foods that the children can pay extra for. 
 
Bikes and Scooters 
From Monday 12th October, children are allowed to bring their bikes and scooters to school. However, they do so at 
their own risk and will have to bring their own locks if they want to secure them. Obviously we need to have some 
rules around this due to the changes to drop-off and pick-up.  
 

• All children must wear a helmet if they are to ride their bike.   
• Children must not ride bikes or scooters outside the entrance of the school or in the car park. 
• If children repeatedly break the rules, we will inform parents and they will be asked not to bring bikes and 

scooters to school. 
 
Staffing changes 
We are very sad to say Miss Hope Richardson is leaving us. She has found a dream job outside education that was 
too good to miss. She will be a huge loss in the office, but we wish her luck and hope she comes back to visit us.  
 
We have appointed Mrs Maria Hunt who will work Wednesday afternoons and all day on Thursdays. Maria is an 
excellent addition to the team and I am sure she will get to know you all soon. 
 
Secondary Schools Places – September 2021 
The closing date for secondary school applications is 31st October 2020.  You can apply online using the following link 
www.southglos.co.uk  If you need help with your application please contact the school office. 
 
Parent Pay 
If you have not signed up to parent pay, please let us know and we will provide you with a new activation 
code.  Even if your child does not have school meals you will still need to select the packed lunch option online.  We 
have noticed that several children do not like the meal selected for them, it is important that for these children we 
supply a hot meal as per your instructions.  We will text to notify you if this happens. Therefore you can please 
review the school menu on our website or parent pay to ensure that the selected meal will be something your child 
will enjoy.   
 
House Points 
Current House Point standings: 
 

• Pegasus = 253 
• Phoenix = 258 
• Gryphon = 231 
• Centaur = 252 

 
Half term 
Term 1 will finish on Friday 23th October 2020.  There will be an INSET Day on Monday 2nd November, therefore, the 
children will return to school on Tuesday 3rd November 2020. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Alan Walters 
Headteacher  
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