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15th July 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We only have a couple of days left on what has been a very challenging year. It is easy to see the negatives 
that Coronavirus has brought us, with lockdown and school closures. However, we also need to remember 
the huge positives for Coniston this year. 
 

 We had an amazing Ofsted outcome in December that showed the huge progress the school had 
made in a year. This was hugely positive and was a great reward for the hard work of the whole 
school community; staff, pupils, parents and governors. 

 On the back of this achievement, we have supported 8 other schools with their own development 
areas. We have a team of highly skilled teachers, TAs and support staff that other schools have 
worked with to share their expertise. 

 We provide a fantastic pastoral support to children and their families. This has had a huge impact 
on so many of you. Our children are now happier in school and have an increased confidence 
thanks to the support on offer. 

 Our curriculum has been completely re-written and is designed to increase the knowledge and 
cultural capital of learners of all ability. It is unique to our school and our children. ‘For our learners 
at Coniston we will nurture social and emotional growth alongside academic success whilst raising 
the aspirations of our learners and their families. We will be proactive in promoting metacognition, 
self-regulation and independence and throughout the learning process we will champion 
inclusiveness and celebrate differences while recognising the importance of our local community’.  

 We have achieved some unbelievable sporting successes. Becoming South West Sportshall Athletics 
Champions was the highlight for me. Seeing a team of 28 boys and girls compete together and excel 
through sheer determination and hard work, made me feel extremely proud, as did our Tag Rugby 
team, Dodgeball team, Boys and Girls Football teams, Boccia team and New Age Kurling team. 

 Overall, the thing that has stood out most for me from 2019/20 is the way our children responded 
to a global pandemic. As parents and carers, you have to take a massive amount of credit for this. 
You have the most amazing children that have shown bravery, resilience, perseverance and 
maturity. As a school community we have pulled together to ensure we will not let COVID-19 
dominate our lives. The children who have returned, whether it be 4 days a week or on the days 
they have spent with their class teacher, have lifted everyone’s spirits and given us the positivity to 
look forward.  

 I would like to thank all of you for your kind messages and support over the past 4 months and I 
can’t wait to see you and your children back here in September. 

 This is just a snap shot, there are so many other things I could have included. We have a fantastic 
school and the future looks very positive indeed. 
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Starting back in September 
 
Phased Start to September 
To allow the children to become accustomed to the new systems, we have decided to have a phased entry 
to school at the start of September. This is a structure adopted by other local schools and as Headteachers, 
we believe it is the most effective way to keep children and staff safe. Therefore, the children will be 
invited into school on the following days before everyone starts fully on Monday 7th September.  
 

Monday 31st August  BANK HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 1st September INSET DAY school closed to all children 

Wednesday 2nd September INSET DAY school closed to all children 

Thursday 3rd September EYFS, Years 1, 2 and 3 children only 

Friday 4th September EYFS, Years 4, 5 and 6 children only 

 
Timetable for EYFS 
 

 We would like parents and children to access the EYFS playground through the green gate off the 
lane that runs parallel to the playground. Please keep close to the hedge to allow children from 
other Year groups to walk past. This gate is ONLY for EYFS children and parents. 

 

 

Dates: Week Beginning 31/08/20 AM  9.00 – 11.30 PM  12.45 – 3.15 

Monday BANK HOLIDAY BANK HOLIDAY 

Tuesday INSET INSET 

Wednesday INSET INSET 

Thursday Group A Group B 

Friday Group A Group B 

   

Dates: Week Beginning 07/09/20 AM  9.00 – 11.30 PM  12.45 – 3.15 

Monday Group B Group A 

Tuesday Group B Group A 

Wednesday Group B Group A 

Thursday Group B Group A 

Friday Group B Group A 

Dates: Week Beginning 14/09/20 
9.00 – 1.15 (including 
lunch) 

PM  1.30 – 3.30 

Monday Group A Group B 

Tuesday Group A Group B 

Wednesday Group A Group B 

Thursday Group A Group B 

Friday Group A Group B 



 

 

 

Dates: Week Beginning 28/09/20 All children FULL TIME 

 
Timetable for Years 1-6 
We ask that parents line up with their child on the correct coloured feet at the start of the day (keeping a 
1m+ distance) and they line up on the same coloured feet to wait for their child at the end of the day.   
 
The teachers will bring the children out and they will let the children come to you when they see you. This 
will avoid a rush to the main gates. We then kindly ask you to leave immediately to allow the next set of 
parents to line up. 
 

Bubble 
Class 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Time of 
entry 

8.55 8.55 9.05 9.05 9.15 9.15 

Line Up Red Feet 
 

Orange Feet 
 

Red Feet Orange Feet Red Feet Orange Feet 

Entry/Exit Green gate 
by main 
entrance 

External 
Classroom 
Door 

External 
Classroom 
Door 

External 
door 
leading to 
stairs 

External 
door 
leading to 
stairs 

Breakfast Club 
Entrance 

Times of 
break 

10.15 – 
10.30 

10.15 – 
10.30 

10.00 – 
10.15 

10.30 – 
10.45 

10.15 – 
10.30 

10.45 – 11.00 

Time of 
lunch 

11.45 – 
12.45 

12.00 – 1.00 12.00 – 1.00 12.00 – 1.00 12.15 – 1.15 12.15 – 1.15 

Time of 
leaving 

3.05 3.05 3.10 3.10 3.15 3.15 

Toilets to 
be used 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Girls Year 4 Boys Year 6 

 
Breakfast Club & After School Clubs 
In September we will aim to run a breakfast club. However, at the moment we are unable to say what this 
will look like due to the restrictions in place and the risk of spreading the virus between groups. I will 
update all parents in the coming weeks to confirm the timetable. My aim is to have a breakfast club 
starting on Monday 7th September. However, what this looks like I currently don’t know. I am waiting for 
further advice from the Local Authority. If this causes you any issues please email 
office@conistonprimary.org.uk and state your child’s name, Year group and any concerns you have. 
 

Dates: Week Beginning 21/09/20 
9.00 – 1.15 (including 
lunch) 

PM  1.30 – 3.30 

Monday Group B Group A 

Tuesday Group B Group A 

Wednesday Group B Group A 

Thursday Group B Group A 

Friday Group B Group A 

mailto:office@conistonprimary.org.uk


 

We will also provide information at the beginning of September regarding our after school, sports and 
dance clubs.  This will be in line with guidance we receive from the local authority to ensure the safety of 
all children and adults. 
 
School Uniform 
School Uniform with the school logo is now available to order online via Harris Sports. This includes 
sweatshirts, cardigans and fleeces. The website address is www.harrissports.co.uk. Under the School Wear 
Menu, you will be able to select ‘Coniston Primary School’ where you can see all of the options that can be 
ordered, including size and price.  A link to the website is also available via our Facebook page.  Harris 
Sports will also take your order by telephone – 01275 874 351.   
 
From September we would like all children to use a book bag instead of back pack.  We will provide the 
first book bag free of charge, please request this from the school office. 
 
PE Uniform 
We will provide your child’s first PE T-shirt (in house colour) free of charge. You will have been made aware 
of your child’s house and colour via text message.  If not please contact the school office who will advise 
you. Please place your first complete PE uniform Order with the school office, where you will receive a 
£5 discount (Total amount due for first complete PE Uniform is £25.50).  
 
This order form will also include a box for you to provide the size and colour of the first free PE T-shirt 
(this will ensure you have 2 t-shirts).  
 
You will have received a copy of the order form via email.  We have also posted a copy of the order form 
on our Facebook page. For all future PE uniform orders, please place these direct with Harris Sports. We 
will advise you when your order is available for collection from the school office.  If you would like 
guidance on how to place your orders, please speak to the school office. 
 
If your child is eligible for free school meals please contact the school office to discuss the PE uniform 
order.  
 

 Children will be asked to wear their PE uniform to school on the day they have PE.  Each class will 
be advised of the days that they will require PE uniform at the start of Term 1. (Government 
guidelines state that children will not be able to change for PE in school, so all children will need 
to wear PE kit/uniform form the start of Term 1 on their PE days). 

 We will ensure that your child has PE at least 2 days apart to enable the uniform to be washed. 

 If you would like your child to have the PE uniform for the start of September, please ensure orders 
and payments be returned to the school office by Friday 17th July, at the latest, so we can place the 
order ready for September. All other orders will be processed at the start of Term 1. 

 We anticipate a steady flow of orders through Term 1 so that by the start of Term 2 all children will 
have the specified PE uniform. 

 Please make sure that all uniform and belongings are clearly labelled with your child’s name before 
they start back to school. 

 
We fully understand the cost implications of this and that financially some families are struggling. 
However, please be rest assured that the expectation is that by the start of Term 2 we would like all 
children to be fully kitted out, not the first day back. We can work with parents who are struggling 
financially, you just need to communicate this with us. 
 

http://www.harrissports.co.uk/


 

What to bring to school in September 
We ask that your child brings only essentials to school in September. We are set up to avoid any possible 
spread of COVID-19, therefore only the following items are allowed to be brought into school (all must be 
named): 
 

 A Coniston book bag containing worksheets, letters, a reading record and reading book. Every child 
will be given a free book bag at the start of September. (No backpacks or bags will be allowed). 

 A coat 

 A lunchbox  

 A water bottle (only water, not juice) 
 
School Lunches 
From September, you will be able to order and pay for school lunches online through parent pay.  We have 
sent out letters with instructions on how to set this up, including login details and a password.  Information 
is also available on Facebook and the school website.  If you need help setting this up or have any 
questions, please contact the school office. 
 
A copy of the lunch menu for Term 1 is available on parent pay when you log in and on the school website.  
To comply with safety guidance lunches from the kitchen will be served in disposal containers with disposal 
cutlery until further notice. 
 
Music Lessons 
We have been offered virtual music lessons for the children in September, however, we have turned this 
down as we don’t believe this will be good value for money for parents and we do not have a member of 
staff to supervise the lessons. 
 
Therefore, we will review our music offer for Term 2 and let parents know at the start of October.  
 
New fencing around the perimeter of the school field 
You will all be aware that the school reading bus was vandalised in January. This was partly due to the 
school field being too easily accessible from surrounding public land.  
 
Obviously this is not acceptable, and as a school, we have been working with the Local Authority to get a 
new security fence put up. We have had over 200m of fencing installed and as you can see from the 
pictures the site is now well and truly secure. 
 
As a result, we are now in a position to make repairs to the reading bus. First Bus have been to have a look 
and will work with us to replace the windows. We will then adapt the interior and relaunch the bus 
hopefully in Term 2. 



 

             
 
Year 6 Leavers 
This is the end of an era for our Year 6 children and for some of their families who will be saying goodbye 
to Coniston. It has not been the end of the year you would have hoped for or the one you deserved. You 
are a wonderful class that is full of talented and mature children. We will miss you and the school won’t be 
the same without you. However, the staff would like to wish you all the best for the future and we know 
you have the ability to do anything you put your minds to. Take care and remember you are always 
welcome back here at Coniston Primary School! 
 
Enjoy the summer 
I would like to wish you all the best for the summer holidays. Enjoy time with your children and with a bit 
of luck we will get nice weather. Hopefully by September we are closer to getting back to normal. On a 
personal note, I would like to thank you all for your support in what has been my first full year as a 
Headteacher. I love being at Coniston and I can’t wait to get back here in September to continue to build 
on the success of this year. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Alan Walters 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 

 


