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1st June 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope you and your families are all safe and well. I am writing to you with my weekly update on the 
current situation at Coniston. The last 10 weeks have been extremely difficult for the whole school 
community and I would like to thank you all for your patience and support at this time. We will be 
welcoming some Reception and Year 6 children tomorrow along with our key worker children and those 
receiving pastoral support. From the 8th June, Year 1 will be joining them. We are very much looking 
forward to seeing the children again and will do all we can to make the next 7 weeks as positive as 
possible. 
 
For parents who have children starting tomorrow or 8th June 
 
Thank you for confirming that your children will be returning to school. We fully understand how difficult 
this decision was and we hope you are happy with the precautions we have put in place with regards to 
PODs and start and end times of the day. Below is a list of things we need you to do to ensure the new 
structure we have in place runs smoothly and you have a clearer understanding of how things in school will 
be different. Staff are aware that the children have had a difficult 10 weeks and we are determined to give 
them the most positive experience they can have for the whole of Term 6. 
 

 Children must not wear school uniform. The expectation is they must come in different clothes 
each day. They must wear sensible footwear at all times. They will not require a PE kit as there will 
be no changing in school. 

 We ask that before leaving the house, you ensure your children wash their hands with soap, and 
where possible you check their temperature. 

 Please ensure your child brings a lunchbox (unless they have ordered sandwiches from the kitchen), 
a full water bottle and a coat (if it gets colder or is wet). All items must have their name on them. 

 Please ensure your child puts sun cream on before coming to school and they can bring a hat as 
well to protect them from the sun. 

 Children are not allowed to bring school bags, toys or footballs. If they bring anything that is not 
allowed, staff will insist parents take it away with them. 

 The adults from each POD will meet you at the gate and call you in one POD at a time. We insist you 
line up on the markings outside school to maintain 2m distances. Please do not move off these 
markings. Please do not arrive more than 5 minutes before your drop off time. (These times can be 
found on the school website). 

 Only one parent per child and please avoid bringing siblings if at all possible. 

 Please talk to your child ahead of them starting school insisting that they do not touch anything 
until they have washed their hands in school. 

http://www.conistonprimary.org.uk/


 

 I will send home a Behaviour Policy update that the Local Authority have advised over the past few 
days goes home to parents making it clear that we have measures in place that are in the best 
interests of everyone in school. If children are continually going against the advice from staff, they 
will need to be collected and will not be able to attend. In saying that, I know our children have 
excellent behaviour and don’t believe this will be an issue. 

 If your child is due to come in but is ill, please call the office as usual. 

 When staff administer first aid, they have be advised to wear PPE. Please explain this to your 
children and help them understand why this is. It will be used if a safe 2m distance cannot be 
maintained. Any staff that wear PPE in school (this will be minimal usage) will do so due to 
underlying health conditions, again please explain this to your child. 

 Lessons in school will have some structure, however, they will not resemble the type of lessons the 
children would normally have. 

 PODs will not be allowed to mix with each other. They will be kept apart and have their own 
classroom and their own outdoor space. 

 At the end of the day, we ask that parents line up on the correct markings outside school and wait 
for their children to be sent out. Once your child has left the site, we ask that you leave 
immediately to ensure the area is cleared for the next parents to arrive. Please do not arrive more 
than 5 minutes before your pick up time. (These times can be found on the school website). 

 Finally, just a reminder that only the key worker children will be in school on Fridays. It is closed to 
all other pupils. 

 If you have any further questions this evening, please do not hesitate to contact me 
alan.walters1@conistonprimaryschool.org.uk 

 

  
 
For parents who are keeping their children at home 
 

 Please do not turn up if you have not already let us know that you intend to send your child to 
school.  

 If you change your mind in the coming weeks, we will need at least 3 days’ notice before your child 
can start. 

 Home Learning - For the first week back (1.06.20-5.06.20), children, who are learning at home, will 
continue with the same system as before the half term holiday. Your class letter is available on the 
school website in the normal place.  

 Home Learning Hotline - From the 2nd of June, Mr Glover and Mr Smith will be running a 
telephone and email hotline at school for you to contact them if you need any help with the home 
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learning that has been set. They will be able to create additional support sheets if needed or upload 
videos to the school’s YouTube channel to demonstrate the skills involved in the learning. They are 
eager to support and assist with the children’s learning across all classes and encourage parents to 
contact them with any of your questions or queries regarding home learning. 

 They can be contacted by email; joe.smith@conistonprimary.org.uk  or 
Sam.glover@conistonprimary.org.uk or alternatively you can phone the office and leave a message 
and one of them will get back to you. We want to take away as much negative stress from you as 
possible, so please do get in touch.  

 Going forward, there may be some changes to home learning from the second week (08.06.20), 
when we begin to focus on the ‘Recovery Curriculum’. This is a curriculum that intends to focus on 
recall and to reinforce important knowledge from maths and English. It also focuses heavily on 
activities that target children’s wellbeing and preparing them for a return to school. We will of 
course update you at the end of next week. 

 
What has been happening in school over the past 10 weeks? 
 
Many of you may be wondering the answer to the above question. Well…let me start by saying the staff have been 
incredible! They have had their own families to take care of, however, this has not stopped them coming into school, 
including during the past 10 weeks, including during their ‘holidays’. There has been a degree of ‘teacher bashing’ 
nationally on social media over the past 2/3 weeks that has been ill-informed and wide of the mark.  
 
Our staff are a credit to Consiton. It is a pleasure to work with them and I would like it noted to the whole school 
community that I am extremely grateful for the sacrifices they have made for the benefit of your children. 
 

 They have looked after the key worker children as well as the children who require pastoral support. 

 They have made phone calls to check that the children (and the parents) are ok! 

 They have produced the home learning packs. 

 They have been doing DIY in all areas of the school so that when the children come back it looks far better 
than it did before. 

 They have dropped food parcels off to some of our vulnerable families. 

 They have made home visits to support parents. 
 
We have a wonderful staff, and every one of them is desperate to see the children and ensure they have an amazing 
7 weeks.  
 
I would also like to thank you, the parents and carers. Your positivity and understanding over the past 10 weeks has 
kept us going. This has been a difficult time for us all, but we have all been in it together and hopefully, fingers 
crossed, we will be back to ‘normal’ (whatever that looks like) as soon as possible. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you tomorrow and in the coming weeks. This has been a challenging time, however, 
the school is in a very good place and once all the children return, we will be prepared to hit the ground running and 
get the children back to where they need to be in no time. 
 
Reception Playground Improvements 
 
As you can see from the pictures attached there have been huge improvements to the outside area in Reception. A 
huge thank you to Dennis Richardson for his hard work and to the staff for making the area look so inviting, I am sure 
the children will love it!  
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Our improved gazebo, and our new shelter 
 

  
 
Our new mud kitchen 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Best wishes to you and your family, 
 
Alan Walters 
Headteacher 


