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17th June 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope you and your families are all safe and well. My apologies for not getting this sent to you sooner. Last week we 
welcomed the Year 1’s back to school. They settled in very well and, like the Reception and Year 6 children, are glad 
to be back. It has given everyone a boost to see so many smiling faces around school again. The staff were desperate 
to see the children and are so pleased that they are enjoying being back at school. Thank you so much for all the kind 
comments from parents, we really do appreciate them. 
 
As it stands, there is no change in the Government’s plans to reopen for other year groups. This is under review, 
however, like other schools, we will make decisions based on what we feel is best to keep our children and staff safe. 
Please see below the advice we received last week from the Local Authority. The following guidance will be used to 
ensure we are making informed decisions about any child returning to school. 

 
Latest Guidance for Headteachers - South Gloucestershire Council - 8th June 

  

 In line with our original guidance, we would ask that school leaders see evidence from parents/carers of 
their key worker status that should involve a letter from their employer.  They must be able to evidence 
that the role meets the criteria exactly.  You will also need to know why their key worker status may have 
changed.   

 The gradual reopening of more of the service sector shouldn’t on its own see an increase in key workers.  It 
should be noted that under the criteria, pupils of parents who work in: retail establishments such as garden 
centres or car showrooms, clothing retailers and manufacturers, delivery drivers beyond those that are 
already defined should not be prioritised a place.   

 To avoid any sudden increase in numbers, the Local Authority retain the position of building up the offer 
(graduated) as appropriate.   

 We advise that if parents/carers previously have not requested a place, but do subsequently, that they 
provide the school with two weeks’ written notice (this has changed due to the limited spaces we have 
available) before the school makes any changes.  It should be made clear that any change will affect what is 
currently in place and the school will need to take account of both staffing and accommodation.   

 The Local Authority is of the view that it is unlikely that the majority of schools, unless there are changes to 
government or PHE guidance will be able to accommodate more students due to either accommodation 
constraints and/or staffing.  Therefore, at this stage we suggest that schools do not make plans to extend 
wider opening. 

 Schools (and parents) will need to refer back to the key worker list that was originally published and remains 
in place as unchanged: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-
educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-
provision   
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For parents who are keeping their children at home 
 

 Home Learning Hotline - From the 2nd of June, Mr Glover and Mr Smith have been running a telephone and 
email hotline at school for you to contact them if you need any help with the home learning that has been 
set. They will create additional support sheets if needed or upload videos to the school’s YouTube channel to 
demonstrate the skills involved in the learning. They are eager to support and assist with the children’s 
learning across all classes and encourage parents to contact them with any of your questions or queries 
regarding home learning. 

 They can be contacted by email; joe.smith@conistonprimary.org.uk  or Sam.glover@conistonprimary.org.uk 
or alternatively you can phone the office and leave a message and one of them will get back to you. We 
want to take away as much negative stress from you as possible, so please do get in touch.  

 We are well under way looking at our ‘Recovery Curriculum’. This curriculum intends to focus on recall and 
to reinforce important knowledge from maths and English. It also focuses heavily on activities that target 
children’s wellbeing and preparing them for a return to school. When your children return to school full 
time, this is the type of learning they can expect to see. Ultimately, we know happy children with low levels 
of anxiety learn more and retain more; therefore, we will focus of their wellbeing before we worry about the 
academic side of things. 
 

Changes to the House Teams 
We are looking forward to getting out House competition back up and running from September. Using the House 
point system has had a positive impact on motivation and behaviour of the children as well as encouraging a sense 
of identity and belonging among the pupils.  
 
In the interest of fairness, we have slightly rearranged these groups and although we strived to keep as many pupils 
in their current House, some children will be in a new House when they come back to school.  This was to ensure 
each of the four Houses contained a similar number of children and have an even number of boys and girls from 
each class.  Thank you for your understanding and we look forward to renewing the competition in September. We 

will inform the children of which House they are in when we return. 
 
Playground Improvements Continue 
Many of you will remember the brick structure covered in barbed wire, next to the chimney by the Key Stage 2 
playground. Well it is having a makeover! As you can see from the pictures, work is under way to turn it into a 
shelter for the children to use at break times. In addition, the chimney will be converted into a climbing wall (don’t 
worry, there will be a limit of how high the children can climb). 
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Donation from Go Outdoors 
We would like to say a huge thank you to Go Outdoors for their generous donation of three 4m x 4m gazebos. I 
asked for their help in ensuring our children had adequate shelter outside so we could take them out as much as 
possible during Term 6. They did not hesitate in helping us. We now have plenty of shelter from the sun (when it 
comes back) and can use these in September to extend our outside learning opportunities. 
 
Food donations from M&S, Aldi and Lidl 
I have signed the school up as a charity with the above supermarkets. The aim is to help us provide food for Mrs 
Vindel’s Breakfast Club. Obviously, due to the temporary closure of school, this club isn’t taking place. Therefore, I 
am able to put food outside the main gates for people to help themselves. All we ask in return is that you only take 
what you can use and keep the food covered to stop the birds having a feast. 
 
PE kit for September 
From September, we plan to make changes to the school PE kit. We would like the children to come to school in 
their PE kit on their PE days (twice a week) this reduces changing time and increases the amount of time they will be 
active in lessons. The kit will include a hoodie, joggers, shorts and a t-shirt. We are insisting that this is from our 
agreed supplier and all items will need to have a logo (not necessary on shorts). The t-shirts that the children will be 
expected to wear will be the colour of their House team. In terms of footwear, we insist on the children wearing 
proper trainers. These can be any colour, but we ask that they are not the traditional black daps. 
 
Obviously, this would have been communicated with you sooner had the lockdown not happened. Therefore, I will 
be sending more information to you later this term about how to order the kit etc. I will also allow a few weeks of 
Term 1 for you to get your orders in and hopefully by the end of Term 1, every child will be fully kitted out.  
 
Although initially I can see this having a financial implication for some families, it will mean you will not need to buy 
two sets of uniform, therefore, hopefully the costs will be acceptable. To help with this, the school will buy one t-
shirt for every child in school, and parents can purchase another if they wish. If you have previously purchased shorts 
from the school office, your child will be able to wear those as part of their PE kit. In addition, if your child qualifies 
for Free School Meals, we will buy the full kit for you as a one off.  
 
School Uniform 
From September, you will also be able to purchase school uniform online through the agreed supplier. More 
information will be coming out to you later this term. 
 
Year 6 Camp 
We have been trying to get a definite answer from PGL about whether the camp will go ahead in September. I asked 
for assurances of how they will adopt the recommended Government guidelines concerning coronavirus. However, 
with so much uncertainty about our return to school in September, we have taken the decision to move the date of 
camp. We will now be going on 19th April 2021, which is the week after the Easter holidays. The destination has not 
changed. This will give more time for parents to pay monthly instalments and allow the children to settle back into 
school after months of disruption. I hope you understand why this decision has been taken and if you have any 
further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. More information will be provided directly to Year 6 parents 
at the start of July. 
 
Staffing for September 
We have now confirmed the staffing for September. We are very lucky to have such a talented and hardworking 
staff, which made it easy for me to allocate the teachers where I believe their strengths will be best suited, and the 
TAs have been allocated where there is most need. We have an amazing group of children at Coniston and although 
returning in September will be challenging for some, I believe our children have the maturity and ability to take it all 
in their stride. There will be bumps along the way for sure, but working together with parents, we will be back up 
and running as normal in no time. 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Year Group Teacher Teaching Assistants 

EYFS Mrs Gregory Mrs Milburn & Mrs Churchill 

1 Mr Payne Mrs Turney & Mrs Burgess  
Mrs Harris (PPA) 

2 Mrs Prideaux & Mrs Hayes Mrs Kalgaonkar 

3 Mr Sweet Mrs Wood 

4 Mr Smith (Mr Glover) 

5 Mrs Dickinson Mrs Powell 

6 Miss Hann Mrs Fisher 

 

 Mrs Vindel will continue in her Pastoral role and will be available every day to support the children.  

 Mr Glover will continue to be out of class and available to cover classes where necessary. He will cover Year 
3, 4 and 5 PPA and will be available to support Year 4 who do not have a TA allocated. 

 The office will be unchanged with Mrs Stabb, Mrs Jenkins and Miss Richardson. 
 
Best wishes to you and your family, 
 
Alan Walters 
Headteacher 


