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13th May 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Carers of Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils 
 
I am sure you are all aware of the announcements made at the beginning of the week regarding the 
government’s plan for the partial re-opening of schools on 1st June. Schools and local authorities were not 
provided with advance notice of this or of any guidance that has subsequently come out from the 
Department of Education. All school leaders up and down the country are now planning for how we re-open 
for our children in a safe and secure manner.  
 
Obviously, we will do our very best to support the children as they slowly come back to school as well as 
protecting them. We will only do what is best for our children and staff in our school. Therefore, this may be 
different from the other local schools and all schools nationally. There will not be a one size fits all solution. 
Comparisons between schools cannot be made as they are all different serving different communities and 
different children with different staff.  
 
At Coniston, we have a fantastic group of children and staff and I will do my utmost, whatever happens, to 
protect them all. It is my decision, along with the governors, to decide what is best for our school. We can 
use Government advice, but ultimately, I will have the final say on how we will be safely reintroducing the 
children back into school.  
 
Any plans for partial re-opening of our school will take a great deal of careful planning. This includes how we 
ensure that the increased number of children coming back into school can be done safely for both the 
children and staff alike. We are using the guidance from the DFE which I have included within this letter 
below- 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-
education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-
childcare-settings  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-
carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june  
 
The guidance makes reference to limiting the class sizes to a maximum of 15. However, in the classrooms 
within our school this may not be possible and we will have to reduce this number per room to a maximum of 
10. This will allow us to provide safe distances for your child and their teacher. Due to the number within 
each class those children who will be in school may not be taught by their own class teacher as this will not 
be possible.  
 
These groups will also be separate from the other groups within school in ‘bubbles’ to ensure there is little 
cross infection if children or adults develop symptoms whilst in school. We will also have staggered start and 
end times of the school day for year groups. Playtimes and lunchtimes will be carefully timetabled and 
children will not all eat all at once or in the same place.  
 
As we know, younger children find the concept of social distancing difficult. Therefore, we will have to be 
vigilant around their interaction and do our very best! Also depending on numbers and the levels of staffing 
children may have to attend school on a rota basis.  
 
It also states that the use of PPE is not required in schools due to the low risk of children contracting the 
virus. However, there is no mention in the risk assessments of children being carriers and the passing on to 
adults they come into contact with. Therefore, some of the staff may wear face masks, gloves and aprons, 
especially in Reception to protect themselves and the children.  
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Of course, enhancing hygiene routines will be enforced and surfaces cleaned on a more regular basis. 
Limited use of resources will also remove some the cross-contamination. Therefore, when children do come 
into school we may well ask them to bring their own pencils, water bottles etc.  
 
It is important to share that the normal curriculum will not be provided to those in school. We will have to be 
mindful of the amount of time that the children have not been in school and provide them with opportunities 
to ‘re-establish routines, relationships and wellbeing’. It will not be a return to learning as the children or 
parents would expect if these were normal times. We are aware of the difference in children’s home learning 
experiences and what has been accomplished during this time away from school.  
 
I am now asking you for your preferred options for the return of your children to our school. I know that you 
will have your own specific views and opinions on whether children should return to school in June. 
Whatever the decision it will be made for the right reasons for you and your family and I respect that. No 
parent will be penalised for doing what they think is right for their child. Coniston Primary school would 
plan to re-open for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils on Tuesday 2nd June as we will need to have a day 
in school with all of the staff to prepare and cement the actions to be taken.  
 
Before we make definite plans for partial re-opening of our school it is vital to know how many children will 
come back when this happens. I would ask you to respond to these 4 questions via email to 
office@conistonprimary.org.uk or by text message to 07851963633 by FRIDAY 15 MAY NO LATER THAN 
1.00PM STATING YOUR CHILD’S NAME AND CLASS. If we do not have a response to enable us to 
make our plan and ensure we have met all health and safety requirements, your child will not be on 
the register and will not be allowed to enter school on 2nd June. 
 
Questions to answer- 
 

1. Should school readmit children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 in June would you intend on 
sending your child into school? 
 

2. Should we re-open to these year groups in June but on a rota basis would you intend on 
sending your child into school? 

 
3. If we were only able to re-open on a rota basis would you prefer one week in school and then 

one week at home or mornings and afternoon sessions? 

 
4. Should we have low numbers in response to the above questions and we were able to offer 

places to brothers and sisters of children in the government’s priority Year groups (Rec, Y1 
and Y6) would you wish to send all your children to school if this could be arranged? 

 
 
I hope that you appreciate this is a difficult time for us all, however, I must state that this is the situation at 
the moment and all of this could change at very short notice. Should the school’s position change, either 
through changes to advice from the government or the local authority or indeed changes to the school’s 
ability to operate then there will be a further review. I will ensure we continue to communicate with you as 
and when we have more information.  
 
We hope that you and your families all stay safe and healthy and hope to see you all soon.  
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
Alan Walters    
Head Teacher          
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