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Dear Families of Coniston,  
 
I hope this newsletter finds you all well and in good spirits. After the announcement from the 
Government on Sunday and last night, we are still no clearer on when/if will re-open, or what that 
will even look like. We are waiting on a Local Authority plan for re-opening which will come out this 
week. There is confusion throughout the country, and I know those of you I have spoken with are 
not impressed with the guidance or the information provided by the Government. We are being told 
it will be EYFS, Year 1 and Year 6 that will return first, but there will be weeks of planning needed to 
ensure this can be done safely, not least addressing the issue of social distancing. 
 
However, it is what it is and out of such sadness and worry have also emerged some real positives: 
communities pulling together and a wide acknowledgement and gratitude to the exceptional, 
tireless work that those in the NHS, care homes, and other key workers contribute to our country.  
 
There is a new respect for many who have often not been celebrated including postal workers, those 
working in food wholesale and delivery, cleaners and of course, school staff - people whose 
contributions are essential to our daily lives.  As the newly released ‘Key Workers’ edition of Top 
Trumps demonstrates, we are all recognising that heroes are in everyday situations. 
 
Many of our children will rightly look to adults in their own homes as heroes - not only because 
many of you carry out essential workers’ roles but also because many people are juggling the home 
learning of their children alongside their own home working. The flexibility of our community has 
been fantastic and as a school, we are continually impressed by the examples of work and messages 
that get sent into the teachers each week. Thank you for these and keep them coming! 
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Free Food 
I hope you have found the free food we have been offering useful and I hope it has given some help 
in these hard times. I collect food from M&S on a Saturdays and Sundays, anything we are unable to 
use with the children in school, I will put out by the main entrance. This is completely free to collect, 
all I ask is you keep it covered (the magpies have been paying an interest in the quality food ) and 
only take what you need. It has been great seeing so many of you at the gates and I will continue 
with this for the next few weeks at least. 
 
Youtube 
We have created a Youtube channel (accessible on our website home page) to further communicate 
with you and your children throughout the school closures. Here you will be able to view teachers 
reading their favourite stories and some additional support with home learning where necessary. 
Follow the link to view the page and subscribe to make sure you do not miss any new content: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGFugY0J-0RF5SbOvNAfQwg?view_as=subscriber 
 
Learning Packs 
After lots of consideration, we have decided to continue with accessing the learning packs from 
Hamilton website.  We feel that as you (parents and children) appear to have settled into routines 
and are now familiar with this, it would be sensible to carry on in this manner.  As with many aspects 
in this uncertain time, this may change. If you are struggling to print the work or have no access to a 
laptop or computer for the children to work on, please contact your class teacher and they will print 
it for you. However, you must come to collect the work once it is printed. We also have extra yellow 
exercise books if you need a new one, these can be collected from the school office. 
 
Contacting your Class Teacher 
Please do use the email address you have to contact your class teacher with any questions. Just 
include the week and day number from the learning pack and they will get back to you ASAP.  If your 
child is finding the work tricky, again, please get in contact and we can discuss a way forward. 
We want to take as much negative stress away from you as possible so please do get in touch.  
 
Supermarket E-vouchers 
We have set up a scheme for supermarket e-vouchers to available to our free school meals 
families.  These are coming to you via Eden Red weekly. However Eden Red are struggling with the 
demand therefore there may be a slight delay with vouchers coming through to you, please bear 
with this situation.  If you have any problems with accessing your vouchers please contact the school 
office on 01454 866920 or email office@conistonprimary.org.uk  Unfortunately, this scheme is not 
available to universal school meals pupils in EYFS, Year 1 & 2. 
 
Year 6 Leaver Hoodies 
Even though we are not in school, we would still like to give the Year 6 children the opportunity to 
purchase a leavers hoodie.  Letters have been sent home to all families with more information.  A 
copy of the letter is also available on our school website or via the school office.  Please send your 
order form and money (preferably cheque) to the school office by Monday 18th May. 
 
Essential numbers and websites 
Domestic Abuse Concerns - Next Link South Glos domestic abuse telephone help lines are open 
8:30am – 5:30pm Monday to Friday and 9:30am – 1:00pm on Saturday 0800 4700 280  
 
Food banks links for families living in South Glos https://oneyou.southglos.gov.uk/eat-well/food-
poverty-support/ 
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I will be sending a newsletter every week from now on to update you with information I receive 
form the Government, the Local Authority and agreements between other local schools about the 
best course of action for re-opening. I want to assure you that it is my responsibility to keep your 
children and the staff at our school safe. I will not let the children return if this is not possible.  
 
If you have any concerns that you wish to discuss with me, please email: 
 
office@conistonprimary.org.uk  
 
With very best wishes 
 
Alan Walters 
Headteacher 
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