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Pedagogical principles 

For our learners at Coniston we will nurture social and emotional growth alongside 

academic success whilst raising the aspirations of our learners and families. We will be 

proactive in promoting Meta-cognition, self-regulation and independence and throughout 

the learning process we will champion inclusiveness and celebrate differences while 

recognising the importance of our local community.  

 

 

 

These principles will be delivered through a broad and balanced curriculum that consists of;   

 A knowledge driven curriculum with opportunities for enrichment and project work.  

 Well sequenced lessons with a heavy focus on assessment for learning.  

 Well organised and stimulating learning environments.  
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Curriculum Intent  

Our aim for the Curriculum is for it to create knowledgeable learners. Knowledgeable learners are 

able to hook to prior knowledge that is stored in long term memory, and develop links to new 

schema. These schemas allow them to flexibly retrieve important aspects of their knowledge with 

less effort meaning they then have the capacity to both perform cognitive skills such as analytical 

thinking, problem-solving, creativity and independence and to develop empathy in line with our 

pedagogical principles.  

 

 

 

 

Planning is reactive to the children needs. Understanding what stage the children are at is 

key to the type of activity that the children may do within a lesson. These stages may take 

place over a lesson or a series of lessons.  
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Thematic Curriculum rationale  

Sequence of Knowledge  

Knowledge is when humans make connections between the new and what has already been 

learned.  

 

With this in mind we have designed a thematic curriculum that has horizontal and vertical links 

across the primary phrase that allows knowledge to be sequenced and mapped coherently. Teachers 

know what learning has come before and what learning will come after enabling them to utilise the 

knowledge that is in the children’s long term memory.   
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Each unit is then carefully mapped out onto a knowledge organiser that informs the teacher of 

relevant knowledge the children already know and what new knowledge the children must obtain by 

the end of the unit.  

 

Recall of Knowledge  

Teachers plan well sequenced lessons, which provide opportunities for recall. The 

opportunity to recall knowledge leads to retention within long term memory.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Study 

Introduce children to 
new knowledge 

Phase 1 Recall 

Varied Tasks testing 
knowledge obtained 

Phase 2 Recall 

Recall knowledge 
through links within 
subject area being 

taught  
 

Phase 3 Recall  

Recall knowledge 
through links across 

subjects within the unit 
being taught  

 

Recall through 

Knowledge transfer  
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Further Study 
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Assessment of Knowledge   

Ongoing assessment of knowledge is an essential component of our thematic curriculum. This 

enables the teacher to ensure that all children will obtain the knowledge needed for them to 

perform desirable cognitive skills.  Throughout the unit of work there are several opportunities for 

informal and formal assessment of the knowledge obtained.  

 

 

 

*Teacher’s use the five stage model to plan relevant activities to the children’s need.  

** The End of Unit Knowledge transfer acts as a platform from which the children showcase their 

understanding by; explaining things they have learned, articulating their ideas, developing their 

aspirations to succeed; making links to the real world and developing their confidence.   
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Maths Intent   

Our aim is for all children at Coniston Primary School to be able to use their mathematical skills and 

knowledge confidently throughout lives. They need to be confident in selecting appropriate and 

effective methods to solve mathematical problems in a variety of contexts. We want all children to 

enjoy mathematics and to experience success in the subject. 

Rationale  

This will be achieved through the consistent application of the calculation policy; a weekly diet that 

consists of varied fluency, reasoning and problem solving; a supportive learning environment that 

encourages Meta cognition and self-regulation and teachers skilled assessment for learning.  

Calculation Policy  

All concepts are introduced with concrete resources for children to feel and manipulate as they 

develop their conceptual understanding. As this develops, the children then move towards the 

pictorial and abstract stages where they work interchangeably to reinforce children’s learning.  The 

calculation policy is a progressive document and not year group dependent.   

Maths Diet  

The National Curriculum (2014) forms the basis of our long term planning.  The medium term 

planning organises the topics systematically so each term all year groups are taught objectives from 

the following units; Place Value, the four operations, fractions, measurement and statistics. Short 

term unit plans are prepared for daily teaching and as well as teaching procedure they expose 

children to reasoning and problem solving tasks.  

At Coniston we believe that mathematical proficiency requires a focus on core knowledge and 

procedural fluency. When teaching these procedures teachers must challenge the children through 

teaching with variation. We believe that the central idea of teaching with variation is to highlight the 

essential features of a concept or idea through varying the non-essential features.  This will ensure 

children are able to carry out these procedures accurately, flexibly and consistently. Children are 

then challenged to reason and problem solve within the area of maths.  We believe that exposure to 

these types of problems helps pupils to make use of relevant prior knowledge; break down problems 

into a series of simpler steps; choose appropriate methods and approaches and to then review and 

evaluate their answers in context.  

Because of these beliefs, all teachers plan lessons that follow this structure;  

Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5 

Skill teaching and 

varied fluency  

Skill teaching and 

varied fluency  

Skill teaching and 

varied fluency  

Skill teaching and 

varied fluency  

Problem Solving 

Lesson  

Verbal Reasoning 

and smaller 

problems  

Verbal Reasoning 

and smaller 

problems  
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Learning Environment  

In all classrooms there is a maths learning wall, a maths washing line, maths equipment readily 

available and answer stations.  

  

 

Maths Washing lines  

When teaching children a new skill or procedure, Steps to Success (STS) will be written with the 

children. Each step will be colour-coded and have a written and visual example. This will then be 

added to the maths washing line and be a point of reference for the children to access 

independently.   

 

These prompts will be used to support teaching and learning, encouraging children to engage with 

their environment and the resources and prompts available to them. Practical resources will also be 

easily accessible and clearly labelled for children to use at all times.  

 

Answer stations  

From Year 3 onwards, children are trained to effectively use answer stations. By using these stations 

children can self-regulate their learning. They are able to move themselves on to more challenging 

problems and are encouraged to identify their mistakes and misunderstandings and seek a solution 

to this.    

 

Maths across the curriculum  

Learning Walls  

Learning walls grow as the learning 

progresses, with examples of learning going 

on the display as they happen.  They show 

key vocabulary (for unit of work) what we 

already know (yesterday’s work), today’s 

learning and an example of what the children 

will be able to do after the teaching input. 
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It is important that children have the opportunity to practice their maths skills in other subjects for 

purpose and context. The thematic curriculum gives children the opportunity to do this through;  

 Explicit maths links mapped into the long term Science plans for each year group  

 Critical thinking and reasoning fundamental to History sessions  

 Enterprise projects involve money and data handling opportunities  

 In order to develop oracy throughout the school, both Key Stages use Agree, Build and 

Challenge sentence stems. These aim to improve children’s speaking and listening and 

encourage children to challenge each other’s mathematical views respectfully within the 

classroom environment. 
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English Intent  

Our English curriculum uses the National Curriculum (2014) to promote high standards of literacy by 
immersing children in a language-rich environment that excites, enthuses and inspires them to 
flourish as learners.  

Rationale  

In order to achieve this, each class use high-quality texts, linked to their Enquiry curriculum, as a 
vehicle to provide a stimulus for purposeful writing opportunities that are relevant to real life. 
Speaking and listening is embedded within our curriculum, allowing children opportunities to retell 
stories, communicate ideas and feelings clearly and ultimately become confident individuals. These 
opportunities aim to develop our children’s cultural capital, a love of language and a life-long passion 
for reading.  

Classroom Environments 

In all classrooms at Coniston there is a Writing learning wall or washing line. These develop 
throughout the year and provide the children with the necessary resources such as STS, writing 
toolkits and modelled examples. These prompts support teaching and learning, encouraging children 
to engage with their environment and develop their independence.  

            

Key Stage 1 classrooms display Phonics boards at the front to ensure children have access to the 
sounds that they use to write as well as ‘tricky’ words; both in line with the children’s current 
progression through the Phonics programme. Story maps are also displayed on the washing line 
which include images and key vocabulary as visual prompts for the children.  
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Writing Displays 

Children’s writing and artwork is displayed within the corridors at Coniston to celebrate children’s 
achievements whilst raising their aspirations. The displays show the themes that each class have 
been working on with the children’s work taking centre stage.  

 

Phonics 

At Coniston, we aim to provide effective Phonics provision from the start of Early Years Foundation 
Stage (EYFS) to ensure that children enter Key Stage 2 with the ability to confidently access the 
wider-curriculum. Teachers aim to quickly identify children’s gaps in learning and put in place 
effective catch-up to ensure that no child is left behind on their journey to leaving Coniston as 
fluent, confident readers. 

To do this, we follow the Letters and Sounds Programme and use Jolly Phonics actions to support the 
teaching and learning. The school’s long-term plan ensures that there are clear expectations of 
children’s progress through the programme and regular assessments are in place to identify gaps in 
learning.  

Teaching Sequence in EYFS 

 Follows Introduce, Revisit, Practise, Apply, Assess teaching sequence. 

 The practise section of the lesson uses a carousel, usually guided by an adult. 
 

Day Learning Focus Focus 

1 Introduce new sound Reading and Writing 

2 Introduce new sound Reading and Writing 

3 Tricky Words Reading and Writing 

4 Introduce new sound Reading and Writing 

5 Revisit all new sounds Reading and Writing 

 

Teaching Sequence in Year 1 

 Follows Introduce, Revisit, Practise, Apply, Assess teaching sequence. 

 The sequence allows opportunities to practise both reading and writing. 

 Children receive daily revisit lessons using a multi-sensory approach to support learning.  
 

Day Learning Focus Focus 

1 Introduce new sound Reading 

2 Introduce new sound Writing 

3 Tricky Words Reading and Writing 

4 Introduce new sound Reading 

5 Revisit all new sounds Reading and writing captions 
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Writing in Key Stage 1 

In Key Stage 1, writing lessons use a high-quality text as a stimulus alongside the storytelling 
approach for the teaching and learning of writing. This approach centres on the children learning a 
high-quality text off by heart, allowing them to experience a wide range of language and embed 
their understanding of the structure of a story. The children use a story map with visuals, alongside 
actions to aid them in the retelling of the story.  

 

 

Writing in Key Stage 2 

In Key Stage 2, writing lessons centre around a Try it, Use it, Prove it approach. This approach puts 

composition at the centre of writing lessons and ensures that the Spelling, Punctuation and 

Grammar objectives set out in the National Curriculum are taught with real purpose, outlining their 

effect on the audience. Teachers create and display steps to success with the children, alongside 

high-quality modelled writing to provide them with visual prompts within the classroom to be 

successful within the lesson. ‘Try it’ activities focus on ensuring the children are confident with the 

mechanics of the grammar whilst ‘Use it’ and ‘Prove it’ activities focus on more independent 

application of the skills. Non-fiction and Fiction text types are planned progressively, ensuring that 

when children reach the end of Key Stage 2, they are able to write with purpose in a range of real-

life contexts. 
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Reading  

At Coniston, our aim is to create a community of life-long readers. We intend to provide an ethos 

and environment that excites, enthuses and inspires children to read. Through developing a passion 

for reading we aim to connect children to the wider community, increase their understanding of 

their own identity and raise their aspirations. Ultimately, we are striving to ensure that children 

leave our school as passionate, fluent and confident readers.  

Reading in Year 1 

In Key Stage 1, children are taught to read fluently through our systematic-synthetic Phonics 

programme. To develop comprehension, teachers deliver whole class shared reading with a focus on 

one of the follow: 

Lesson type Focus  

Text interrogation Vocabulary growth, Making reading purposeful, Develop children’s 
deeper understanding of a text, Make connections with: 
themselves, other texts and the world around them. 

We are Readers Reading for pleasure 

V Vocabulary 

I Infer 

P Predict 

E Explain 

R Retrieve  

S Sequence 

 

Reading in Year 2-6 

In Key Stage 2, children develop comprehension skills and a love of reading through a teaching 

sequence carefully planned by the class teacher. There are a range of lesson types that are detailed 

below: 

Lesson Aim 

Text interrogation Vocabulary growth, Making reading purposeful, Develop children’s 
deeper understanding of a text, Make connections with: 
themselves, other texts and the world around them.  

Try it – VIPERS Model and practise Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, 
Retrieval, Summarising/Sequencing skills 

Use it - VIPERS Consolidate, Practise and support Try it VIPERS skill. 

VIPERS Consolidate, Practise and support VIPERS skills. 

We Are Readers Develop children’s passion for reading, make reading purposeful 
and relevant our children and the world around them, Discovering 
and exploring a range of text types and sources 

 

In order to develop oracy throughout the school, both Key Stages use Agree, Build and Challenge 

sentence stems. These aim to improve children’s speaking and listening and encourage children to 

challenge each other’s views respectfully within the classroom environment.  
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Our principles in action across the curriculum   

Principle Indication  

Nurture 
social and 
emotional 
growth  

 Clear routines established across school  

 High expectations of behaviour with clear behaviour policy  

 Celebration assemblies  

 Thrive programme   

 Participation in the Wellbeing and health awards  

 Follow Jigsaw teaching scheme  

 Promotion of School Values  

 Promotion of Learning behaviours  

 PE provision and participation in competitions  

 Opportunity for all children to take part in Forest Schools 

Raise 
aspirations 
 

 AFL centred approach to teaching  

 Knowledge driven curriculum   

 End product in thematic curriculum  

 Educational Trips 

 Educational Visitors  

 Targeted Interventions 

 Clear, strict Presentation policy  

 Writing display boards 

 ABC talk utilised across school   

 We are readers sessions Participation in Children’s University  

 Trips to the University of West of England 

 Promotion of Learning behaviours  

 Participation in the Wellbeing and health awards  

 Parental Workshops  

 Adult learning sessions 

 House point system   

 Learning mentor system  

Promote 
Meta 
cognition 
 

 Self-assessment systems used    

 Learning environments  

 Learning behaviours   

 Maths problem solving sessions  

 Text interrogation sessions  

 ABC talk utilised across school  

 Reasoning key rings  

 End product in thematic curriculum   

Champion 
inclusiveness 
and 
celebrate  
differences  
 

 Follow RE Discovery scheme   

 Annual place of Worship visit  

 Educational Trips 

 Educational Visitors  

 Participation in the Wellbeing award 

 Follow Jigsaw teaching scheme  

 Choice of book to drive thematic curriculum  

 Local, Global and national themes through thematic curriculum      

 Celebration of different religious festivals  

 

 

 


