
Coniston Primary School
  Year 3—term 1 

Dear Parents and carers,  
 
Welcome back to the new school year. It is always lovely to see the children 
after the long summer break and we hope that they are not too confused by 
seeing Mrs Young again. 
 
In English this term we are using the Power of Reading book ‘Ice Palace’ by 
Robert Swindells.  During this unit we will spend time  thinking about the 
themes in the story, writing poetry, instructions and non-chronological reports. 
As well as use drama to help us understand characters feelings and thoughts 
which in turn will help us to write in role. 
 
Our maths learning this term will focus on place value of numbers up to 1000, 
addition and subtraction of two digit numbers and multiplication and division.  
As always we will focus heavily on children learning the multiplication facts for 
the 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10 through our Number Facts award scheme.  This is some-
thing we welcome your support at home with. 
 
This term in art we are spending time learning about famous artists and their 
style of portraits.  We will be refining our sketching skills, thinking about how 
we use pencil strokes to show texture and depth of colour. 
 
In science and at forest school we will be investigating rocks and more excit-
ingly fossils, learning about how they are formed and what we can learn from 
them.  If anybody has some examples of fossils at home please bring them in 
for us to look at. 
 
The journey from Stone Age to Iron Age is going to provide the basis of our 
learning in history.  We will look at the similarities and difference between life in 
these times in Britain, if the children have any information at home or want to 
carry out any of their own research please do  not forget to bring it to share. 
 
During terms 1 and 2 we will be having Future Stars sports coaching every Fri-
day afternoon, we will be developing our invasion game techniques. 
 
Finally, we are very excited about the year ahead because we are going to re-
ceive a weekly recorders lesson from a specialist music teacher.  We will learn 
to play the instrument and may work towards a performance for you all! 
 
 
 



Year 2 Pick and Mix – Term 1 

What to do: 
Below are some different ideas for projects, two of which your 
child should complete as homework.  Please note your child only 
needs to choose two tasks, one of which should be completed 
by 28.9.17 and the other by 19.10.17 
All work done at home will be recognised and celebrated in 
class. 
 
Alongside this Pick and Mix homework your child will have week-
ly spellings to learn, reading books to read and Number Facts to 
recall.  These 3 pieces of homework are essential in ensuring 
your child makes rapid progress in their learning, regular practice 
of these skills will aid their in class learning.  Reading books 
MUST be in school every day and will be changed when appro-
priate. 
 

Create a portrait of a 
family member.  Remem-
ber to use your pencil in 
different ways to create 
texture and colour 
depth.  Look closely at 
the persons features to 
ensure it is a good like-

 
Build an ice place! 

 
 
 



THE EMPTY BOX! 
You can do anything you like: a presentation on 
something that interests you; write about some-
thing you have done outside of school – the choice 
is yours…  

Watch Newsround 
for a week and cre-
ate a table to show 
the content of the 
stories each day.  
Use your skills of 
skimming and scan-
ning to record just 
the main points. 

Create a presentation 
using you research on 
either fossils or the 
Stone Age.  Tell us 
where your information 
came from—books, in-
ternet, museum 

Make a map of the 
world.  You could use—
pencil, paint, collage, 



P.E. will be on Friday.  Please make sure your child has a P.E. kit 
to change into on these days.  It is best to bring this in at the start 
of term and leave it in school, that way if the day needs to change 
unexpectedly then kit is there.   
 

PE is an essential part of the National Curriculum, it promotes agili-
ty, motor control, co-ordination and team work as well as encour-
aging a healthy life style.  Spare kit will be found for children with-
out it because not participating in the lesson is not acceptable. 
 
Forest School will be on Thursday afternoon, please make sure 
your child has appropriate clothing to change into for this.  As the 
weather turns colder layers are the way to keep your child warm so 
please include; Tshirt, jumper, body warmer/coat, extra socks, 
gloves, hat and scarf.  A spare coat that can get dirty is advisable 
because the waterproof are not designed to keep dry and warm, 
just dry! 
 

Again the skills taught at Forest School are crucial in developing 
successful learners and as such participation in these sessions is 
compulsory.  If your child does not have their kit in school they will 
be provided with water proofs and spare wellies in an attempt to 
keep their uniform clean but obviously this is no substitute for a 
complete change of clothes. 
 
Concerns and Queries: 
Mrs Young and Mrs Hayes are available every morning for quick 
messages delivered via Mrs Vindel, likewise at the end of the day 
in person.  However if you need to discuss something in more de-
tail please do not hesitate to ask for an appointment, most times 
we can accommodate this the following day.   
 

Your child's happiness and education are paramount to us and if 
there is something that needs to be addressed to make school a 
more positive place for them we will do everything possible. 
 

Please be assured that there is very close co-ordination and on go-
ing communication between both teachers to deliver a seamless 
year for you and your child.  Therefore you can speak to any of us 
at anytime. 
 


